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   Library research can be an overwhelming experience.  It is often hard to know where to begin, or how to 
proceed when all the familiar resources have been exhausted.  That’s where library instruction comes in.  Library 
instruction helps students develop the skills and critical thinking abilities to be able to organize the research process, 
search for and select quality information sources, and interpret and present the information that they acquire.  
 Many students become familiar with the library’s resources during their freshman English or Learning 
Frameworks classes.  These classes introduce students to the types of materials that we have in the library, elec-
tronic resources such as article databases, and the library catalog.   Orientation classes lay a foundation for more 
specialized classes such as subject specific database searching.  The research skills that are taught in the orientation 
classes are transferable to all academic fields, and give students the confidence to start researching on their own.  
 Library orientation classes are an important part of the daily work of the Instructional Services department, 
but they are not the only classes we teach.  We have classes for all types of students, from high school students from 
our local community to Ph.D. Candidates.  We offer classes that focus on the research needs of the different 
academic disciplines, and classes that teach students how to critically evaluate internet sites, how to do more com-
plex web searches, and how to more efficiently use our databases.  We also work with faculty members to develop 
materials that will help solve common problems in student research, such as using unreliable sources or accidental 
plagiarism.  See  Services, p.2

Arts at the Library
   The UTPA Library is proud to offer a number of 
places where students and faculty can display artistic 
works.  Our largest space is the Library Annex Gallery, 
located on the first floor of the West Wing, near the 
library classrooms.  So far this year, we have had the 
opportunity to work with the Art Department by 
providing gallery space for a Biographical Postcard 
exhibit, featuring works by students from the Univer-
sity of Texas-Pan American and the University of 
Florida, and a photography exhibit entitled A World To 
Explore: Italy and India.  In our lobby display area, we 
have been able to feature the UTPA Mariachi program 
and other student organizations.  
     The library will be sponsoring many more exciting 
events in the coming months.
 This spring we will have a speaker’s series 
featuring local writers, and a series of film screenings 
combined with a discussion of the movies’ themes with

See  Arts, p.3

Book Review

See  Book Review, p.2 

Oshinsky, David M.  A Conspiracy so Immense: The 
World of Joe McCarthy.   New York: The Free Press, 
1983. Available at the UTPA Library on the 2nd floor 
West, E748 .M43 O73 1983

I like to read biographies, and for some 
time I have wanted to read a biography 
of Joe McCarthy.  (OK, in recent years 
I’ve also read biographies of Mao, 
Hitler, Stalin, and J. Edgar Hoover, so 
I’m into larger than life characters.)  I 
was plowing through this one when I 
saw a TV news show do an interview 

with George Clooney on the newly released movie he 
directed about Edward R. Murrow called Good Night 
and Good Luck.  That made me think of reviewing this 
particular biography for this issue of the newsletter.



Continued from page 1

 What’s the connection between George Clooney 
and Joe McCarthy?  Well, George Clooney has directed a 
movie about an expose that Edward R. Murrow did on 
Joe McCarthy.  While this particular biography does 
briefly touch on the reasons why this expose was risky 
for Murrow, it does highlight Murrow’s broadcast as the 
beginning of McCarthy’s popular demise.

 Joe McCarthy was enormously popular with 
many people in America in the early 1950’s.  His name 
lent title to an era of terror over Communism in the 
United States, Communist-baiting and witch hunting: 
McCarthyism.  Many people today look back at 
McCarthy and McCarthyism as a terrible time because 
individuals’ constitutional rights were questioned in 
Senate hearings which McCarthy led.

 This book outlines McCarthy’s rise and fall to his 
early death from alcoholism in 1957.  McCarthy was 
terrific at manipulating the press, and he knew how to 
grab headlines.  After he was censured by the Senate 
(read the book to learn more), the press simply didn’t 
cover him at all, and he sank into obscurity.  

 This book might be interesting to Journalism 
majors, Political Science, and History students, or 
anyone just interested in more background information 
on McCarthyism or George Clooney’s movie.  McCarthy 
is a fascinating character, and is frequently depicted as a 
villain, yet a popular villain, popular until enough people 
were fed up with him to put a stop to his behavior.  

Have a good read!
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 Although most of our classes are requested by 
faculty for specific courses, students, staff, and adminis-
trators can also request classes directly from Instruc-
tional Services.  If a group of students needs extra help 
on a research project, or if new majors or student organi-
zations want to get together and learn about the materi-
als available through the library, the students can set up 
a class with the Instructional Services librarians.  Staff 
and administrators from all areas of the university are 
also welcome to schedule classes to learn more about 
information services that the library provides and how to 
use electronic resources, including the web, efficiently 
and effectively.  
 Library classes are usually offered in the class-
rooms on the first floor of the library.  These rooms have 
a smart podium and projector, as well as workstations 
for each student. With the new campus wide wireless 
network and the Technology Equipped Classroom 
Initiative, we are also able to bring library instruction 
into the classrooms around campus and to areas like the 
Student Union Building and the University Center.  We 
are looking forward to the new opportunities that these 
technological advances will bring to the way we provide 
instructional services.   
 To arrange for library instruction, please contact 
Deirdre McDonald, Library Instruction Coordinator, at 
318-5376.
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As of the Fall Semester, the Interlibrary Loan (ILL) 
department has switched to the use of electronic forms 
only for the submission of ILL requests.  Previously, ILL 
accepted both paper forms and electronic forms.  This 
change was implemented to improve the efficiency of the 
ILL process.
 The change will allow for faster processing of 
ILL requests, says Ruben Coronado, Head of Interlibrary 
Loan, due to the fact that the electronic request will be 
inputted directly into the ILL system.  Previously, when a 
patron submitted a paper form, all citation information 
had to be transcribed from the paper form into the system 
by ILL staff.  Now the request will go into the system 
immediately.
 The new process also eliminates a lot of mistakes 
that were associated with the legibility of the paper 
forms.  

Interlibrary Loan Now
Using Electonic Forms

See  ILL , p 4




